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either, on the one hand, that the problem has been solved and that life has ever been made In a laboratory; or, on the other hand, that there Is any such great gulf fixed between the organic and the inorganic, that we can assume a break requiring secondary supernatural inter ference to surmount it, and Ignore the good old maxim that * Natura nihil faclt per saltum/ Positive proof Is wanting, but the probabilities point here, as they do everywhere else throughout the universe, to the truth of the theory of c original impress9 as opposed to that of i secondary interference.5
It remains to show how the fundamental law of polarity affects the more complex relations of life and of Its various combinations. And here it is important to bear in mind that as the factors of the problem become more Intricate and complex, so also do the laws which regulate their existence and action. Polarity is no longer a simple question of attraction and repulsion at the two ends of a magnet or at the opposite poles of an atom. It appears rather as a general law under which as the simple and absolute becomes differentiated by evolution into the complex and manifold, it does so under the condition of developing contrasts. For every plus there is a minus, for every like an unlike ; one cannot exist without the other; and, although apparently antagonistic, harmonious order Is only possible by their co-existence and mutual balance.
This is so important that It may be well to make the idea clearer by an illustration. The earth revolves round the sun in its annual orbit under the influence of two forces : the centripetal, or force of gravity tending to draw it towards the sun j and the centrifugal, tending to make It dart away into Infinite space. ETaring half the